
 

 

PRESCOTT HILL CLIMB - THE AUTUMN CLASSIC 
2 OCTOBER 2011 

 
 

 
 
The first FCCC car to pull into the A417 lay-by just south of the Air Balloon pub was a white MGB 
roadster.  The next rendezvous arrival was a white TR4A.  The others came in quick succession.  The 
saloon drivers were comfy in their polo shirts while the diehards in the convertibles were rugged up 
for the run to Prescott in the cool but brilliantly clear autumn morning.  There were nine cars from 
the Club for the day out ς Geoff Tebby (Triumph TR4A) and his Chief Navigator,  Emily Attwood;  
Dave Barton (MGB); Dave Martin (Nissan 300ZX); Phil & Babs Hingston (Bristol 406); Malcolm Cutler 
(Jaguar Mk.2); Brian & Shiela Moore (Vanden Plas 1300); Mike Scott (Hotchkiss GS2); Rick Skett 
(Chevrolet Bel Air) and Tony Curtis. 
 

 



 

 

Before setting off in convoy, 
Geoff advised he might have 
ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ άŦŀǎǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎέ ŀǘ 
the entry gate to get us all in 
correctly so we should bond 
like lemmings until we had 
tap-danced our way through 
the first hurdle.  His words 
must have been well spoken 
as we were quickly ushered 
to our reserved spot 
trackside with our green 
entry wristbands in hand.  
We then gave our money to 
Geoff for the green bands.  
There was an offer for a 
parade up the hill during lunch.  Geoff and the two Daves put their hands in the air.  This meant a 
red wristband as well.  DŜƻŦŦ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ.  The group then set about enjoying 
the day and savouring the vast array of vehicles. 
 
The highlighted theme was American cars.  There were two one-day events, with Sunday featuring 
flat heads and hot rods going up the hill.  ¢ƘŜ .ǳƎŀǘǘƛ Ƴƻō ǿŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜ 
ƎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ covered a wide range of competition ς Vintage Sports Car Club, 500 
owners Association, Austin Healy Club, Aston Martins Owners Club, HSCC, Historic BMW, Historic 
!aΣ aD//Σ ¢±w /ƭǳōΣ aƻǊƎŀƴ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊǎ Ψ¢ŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎΩ {ǇŜŜŘ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ¢ƘŜ wŜǾƛƴƎǘƻƴ ¢w 
Register Speed and Paul Matty Sportscars Classic Championships. 
 

  
 
 



 

 

There were several stunning examples of Detroit metal on display and a fair number of impressive 
cars competing.  The pleasure of Prescott goes well beyond watching the hill climb itself.  Walking 
amongst cars, chatting with other enthusiasts, browsing trade booths and savouring the 
entertainment provide a full day of automotive enjoyment.  There was a wide range of cars from 
pre-war to modern.  Two Stanley steamers chugged their way up to the top.  Some of the cars were 
άǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀŘȅέ ōǳǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  hƴŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǳǇ-market 
Lotus in the Paul Matty competition  was fitted with cameras on the roll bar that peered out around 
an expensive looking helƳŜǘΦ  IƳƳƳ Χ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƳƻǾƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚ 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

We walked up the hill to watch the competition.  Prescott is an ideal location for spectators. There is 
ƴƻǿƘŜǊŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  LǘΩǎ Ǝreat fun watching the drivers 
take different lines through each part of the course.  ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ 
fellow observers offer profound comment about how they would have taken that corner.   But it 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƘind the wheel does it?  For £175, you can attend a driving school at 
the hill where the resident instructors can show you and your car the line.  Nonetheless, no matter 
what the car or who is driving, the quick ones clearly stand out.  The Indy car did a run up the course 
in late afternoon.  Many thought it would be incredibly fast up that hill.  However, this is not the sort 
of car for a hill climb and Prescott is not the place where it can get in to full stride. Unless ƛǘΩǎ going 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅΣ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǉǳƛŎƪΣ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ down force to corner properly. 
 

 



 

 

The run up the hill 
was an added bonus 
on the day.  GeoffΩǎ 
TR4A led the way 
ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ aD. 
ŀƴŘ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ bƛǎǎŀn 
300ZX hot on his 
heels.  We were part 
of a huge procession 
that completely 
filled the course.  
Some of the starters 
were already 
looping back for a 
second serving 
when we got the go 
ahead.  Naturally 
everyone hung back hoping to get a bit of a run at sections of the course.  The white MGB had a 
good blast through the first two corners, got the tail out a bit and then got held up by a sluggish 
Triumph.  Geoff reported something flash, grey and sluggish held him upΦ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŜΩǎ ǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛǘΗ J  Interesting how different a track looks from behind the wheel instead of the 
other side of the Armco. 
 
Several times during the day, occasionally with a cool ale in hand, we expressed our enjoyment of a 
motoring day out second to none.  The cars, the setting, the competition and even the famous 
British weather could not have been better.  A heartfelt thanks to Geoff Tebby for organising this 
outing. 
 

 


